Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




00024036L 







I - J..' 



.'■t> 







ii. 



si}002403eL 



/;4'*' 



?] 



DESCRIPTIONS OF CANAAN, 



AN ACCOUNT OP THE MOUNTAIN 
BIVEES, AND TOWNS 



HOLY IAN 




EEV. CHAELES P. WILBBAHAM, 



OXFORD iitD LONDON: 
JOHN HENRY PARKER. 



^Oi, cL .z^f. 



OXFORD : 
I'UINTED BY I. SHRIMPTON. 



INTRODUCTION. 

This work is especially intended to convey 
to young persons distinct impressions of that 
sacred land which was hallowed by the pre- 
sence of the Saviour. It is suggested^ that, 
after the book has been carefully read over, 
the questions contained in the Supplement 
should be asked of the learner, who might 
be expected to give, not the exact words, but 
the substance of the reply. It is hoped that 
by this method, combined with a careful look- 
ing-out of the texts quoted, and with ^continual 
reference to the map, a considerable knowledge 
of Palestine may be acquired. The work is 
the result of a personal survey of most of 
the places therein named, and one of its ob- 
jects is to point out the remarkable testimony 
which the existing state of the Holy Land 
offers to the accuracy of the sacred Scriptures. 
It must be ever borne in mind tKat ^>« \sss^^ 
of salvation rests on ceT\.«iXL fact%» «x^^ •Qos^ 



u 

these facts had their scenes of action^ aud 
these scenes of action were laid in the land 
of Canaan, of which some " descriptions'' are 
here set forth. The paragraphs are numbered 
to assist in the reference to the accompanying 
questions. 

C.P.W. 



CHAPTER I. 



1. The Holy Land^ whicli is called in tlie 
Bible the Land of Promise^ the Land of Canaan, 
and Palestine, is a small country in the western 
part of Asia. Though in size not exceeding the 
county of York, it has been chosen of God as 
the scene of the most hallowed and marvellous 
events in the history of the world, and it is 
probable, that before the end, its destinies will 
again be remarkable. 

2. The Land of Canaan is represented in the 
Bible as a type of heavenly rest. The Israelite 
(typical of the Christian) passed from Egypt 
(the cormpt state by nature) through the Red 
sea ("figuring thereby holy Baptism") into 
the wilderness (the world), among the fiery 
serpents (i.e. the snares of the devil), across 
the Jordan (signifying death), into CanajsasL 
(that is, heaven), led by tii© \.Tiaa ^^»fiK»»* 
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(which name, being interpreted, is *'the Sa- 
yiour^'). As the shadow of better things to 
come, this land acquires a peculiar interest. 

3. The boundaries of Canaan are as follows : 
North : Syria and Mount Lebanon. 
West : the Mediterranean Sea. 

South : Arabia and the Desert of Sinai. 
East : the Jordan and the Great Desert. 

4. We purpose to treat our subject in the 
^ve following divisions, commencing from the 
South. 

1. Judaea, in the south. 

2. Samaria, in the centre. 

3. Galilee, in the north. 

4. The region beyond Jordan, to the east. 

5. The out-lying countries named in the 

Bible. 



JVBMA. 

5. JvDMA was the most important part of 
the Land of Canaan; it contains Jerusalem, 
the capital of the Jewish race, and the site of 
their temple, and it was also the very cradle of 
Christianity, the scene of our redemption. On 
its sacred soil the Saviour was bom and died^ 
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and from it He ascended to the right hand of 
God. 

6. In the earliest records we find Canaan 
in the possession of seven idolatrous nations 
(types of deadly sins), who were extirpated by 
the people of God under Joshua. The Jebu- 
sites were the peculiar nation which inhabited 
Jerusalem so late even as the days of David; 
they dwelt along with the Israelites for many 
generations^ but appear to have been driven 
from Zion by King David, about 1050 years 
B.C.^ Araunah, who made a noble offer of 
oxen, &c. for a sacrifice, was a Jebusite'^. The 
Hittites, Amorites, and Perizzites, were among 
the former possessors of Canaan^. 

7. Our first acquaintance with the fertility 
of Judaea is derived from the report of the 
twelve spies, sent by Moses to examine the 
land. Even the ten faithless spies were com- 
pelled to concur with Joshua and Caleb in 
describing Canaan as ^'a land flowing with 
milk and honey .^' Judaea is still remarkable 
for these productions, as also for its grapes, 
a cluster of which were carried away by the 
spies as a sample of the fruits of the land^ 

• Josh. XV. 63. * 2 Sam. v. 7, 8, 

« 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. * Exod. m. ^. • ^>jas^.^ESu'l3»- 
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8. It is a proof of the ancient settlement 
of Judaea^ that the city of Hebron is said to 
have been built seven years prior to Zoan 
in Egypt'. 

9. Hebron^ situate on the plains of Mamre^ 
is a town of great scriptural interest^ as the 
abode and buiying place of the patriarchs. It 
is now called by the Turks ''£1 Khalil/' or 
''the friend/^ in memory of Abraham^ ''the 
friend of Gt>d/' The prophecy that Abraham^s 
name should be great^^^ has been signally ful- 
illed in the honours heaped upon him by 
Christian, Jew, and Mahommedan. The venera- 
tion <^ ^e Turks for that patriarch precludes 
the Christian pilgrim from entering the cave 
of Machpelah, over which a mosque has been 
erected, into which none is admitted who is 
not a follower of the prophet. 

10. The situation of Mamre corresponds ad- 
mirably with the Scripture narrative of the 
three visitors who appeared to Abraham, and 
whom he accompanied on their way towards 
Sodom. Between Mamre and Sbdom there is a 
high mountain, from the summit of which "the 
cities of the plain^' could be seen. " Abraham 

' Numb. xiii. 22 : comp. Josh. xif. li. 
f Oen. xiL 2. 
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went with them to bring them on the way**." 
On this summit a separation took place. The 
two messengers '' turned their faces and went 
towards Sodom." The next chapter announces 
their arrival, '^ There came two angels to Sodom 
at even." Meanwhile, the Lord, in human 
form, communed with Abraham, and revealed 
to him the coming visitation. At their feet 
lay the wicked cities, for which Abraham 
pleaded. This view from the mountain ex- 
plains the Lord^s words, ** I will go down now 
and see." The intercessions were fruitless 
through the utter impiety of those cities, and 
Abraham, probably foreseeing their doom, '^gat 
up early in the morning to the place where he 
stood before the Lord (i. e, to the summit of 
the same mountain), and he looked towards 
Sodom and Gomorrha, and beheld, and lo, the 
smoke of the country went up as the smoke of 
a furnace^" These topographical details cor- 
respond exactly with the sacred narrative 

11. The ancient sites of Sodom and Gomorrah 
and of the well watered plain ^, which attracted 
Lot, now form the bed of the Dead sea. These 
waters, the ori^n of which can be satisfactorily 
accounted for only by the miraculous deluge 

^ Gen. xviii. 16. > Geo. xix. 2S. ^ Gen. ziii. 10. 
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recorded in the Bible^ are still impregnated 
with salt and bitumen ; their taste is nauseous^ 
and their specific weight is so great, that it re- 
quires a tempest to raise waves on the smooth 
leaden surface. The buoyancy of this Salt sea 
causes the human body to float without effort, 
and the traveller on emerging from this lake 
finds himself encrusted with salt, a fact of 
natural history which throws light on the 
doom of Lot^s wife, who lingering in her flight, 
was overtaken in the storm. The Dead sea is 
an argument of great power against the Infidel. 
12. The Dead sea receives the waters of the 
river Jordan. Strange to say, it is verified by 
the modem observations of scientific men, that 
this lake lies above one thousand feet behw 
the level of the Mediterranean. It is a dis- 
puted point, whether this has been caused by , 
any natural convulsion of a date subsequent 
to the flood. It is believed by some, that the 
Jordan flowed in ancient times to the gulf of 
Akaba in the Red sea, through the valleys of 
Arabia. At present its waters are absorbed in 
the sands of the desert and by the heat of 
the sun, which is peculiarly oppressive in this 
valley. The vicinity of the Dead sea appears 
to be under a curse; the rocks are whitened 
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with salt, vegetation is withered, and not a 
plant is to be found near the shores, which 
extend about forty miles in length. 

13. The United States of America sent an 
expedition, headed by Lieut. Lynch, to explore 
the navigation from the Sea of Galilee to the 
Dead sea, down the course of the Jordan. 
This voyage was accomplished in two copper' 
boats, and was attended with much hazard 
and hardship, owing to the rapid course and 
rocky bed of the river Jordan. These officers 
explored the Dead sea, and made a scientific 
report to their government. Their health suf- 
fered greatly from the pestilential climate Of 
the Dead sea, and one of the most eminent 
of the party fell a victim to the fever. 

14. The journey northward from Hebron 
leads through Bethlehem to Jerusalem. To 
the right of the road lie the pools, commonly 
called " the Pools of Solomon,^' which are sup- 
posed to be referred to in the book of Eccle- 
siastes (ii. 6.) They are noble reservoirs, ex- 
cavated mainly out of solid rock, and into them 
flows a fountain. The city of Jerusalem is still 
supplied with water from these pools, which are 
connected with the capital by an aqueduct, 
which passes through Bethjehem. 
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; 15. Bethlehem is prominent among the sa- 
cred sites of Canaan^ as the scene of the na- 
tivity of our Lord. Tradition assures us that 
the grotto now shewn as His birth-place is 
''the stable ;'' nor is this improbable, since 
caverns are still used, as then, as shelters for 
flocks and herds, as well as for burjing-places 
of the dead. The unhappy divisions between 
rival Christian Churches fill Bethlehem with 
discord, amounting even to bloodshed. The 
Romish communion have possession of what 
is supposed to be ''the manger;'^ the Greek 
Church hold the place where the actual birth 
is recorded to have occurred. Golden lamps 
burn perpetually before the rival shrines, and 
prayers and masses are offered up by various 
communions, Latin, Greek* Armenian, and 
Coptic, near the place where the wise men 
from the East first worshipped the new-born 
Saviour. 

16. David, the ancestor and type of Christ, 
was a native of this place, " son of Jesse the 
Bethlehemite.^^ His occupation as shepherd 
prefigured the spiritual care of our Lord over 
" the sheep of His pasture.^' The conflicts of 
David with the " lion, and the bear^' are types 
of those between the Good Shepherd and Satan, 
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whom St. Peter represents as '^ a roaring lion/' 
The country round Bethlehem is peculiarly 
suited to flocks and herds, and to this day may 
be seen there '^shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night*.*' 

17. The life of an Eastern shepherd differs 
so widely from that of our own, that someMe* 
scription of them throws light on the similitudes 
contained in Holy Writ. 

L The shepherd leads his flock to the pas- 
tures, walking before them and calling to 
them"*. 

II. The flocks of sheep and of goats are kept 
separate : frequently the one may be seen feeder 
ing on the right hand, and the other on the 
left, of the shepherd. 

III. The flocks are in continual peril from 
wild beasts, and are placed in folds by night 
for protection ^ 

IV.. The shepherd is obliged to defend his 
sheep from the wolves, which is often attended 
with danger, of which we have been an eye- 
witness near Corinth : a mere *' hireling*' would 
shrink from the risk, and leave the flock to its 
fateo. 

Y. Great kindness is shewn to the sheep by 

* Luke ii 8. ■ John x. • JoYmiL. ** I^Jkdl^^-V^* 
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the shepherd^ and the lambs are often carried 
in his arms. It may serve as a testimony of 
the kind treatment of the flock, to state that 
on Mount Zion a lamb came up to me and 
licked my hand. 

YI. The sheep in the East may frequently 
be 'seen caught among the briars and thorns^ 
reminding us of the ^' ram caught in a thicket 
by his horns/' which Abraham offered up in 
the stead of his son?. 

VII. The unenclosed nature of Palestine, 
and its vast plains and hills, coupled with the 
existence of beasts of prey, give much force to 
the idea of danger contained in the words '* a 
lost sheep.'' 

18. The tomb of Rachel lies to the left of 
the road leading from Bethlehem to Jerusalem. 
It is a memento of those domestic a£9iction8 
and bereavements to which human ties are 
liable. The touching history of Jacob's mourn- 
ing is contained in Genesis xxxv. 16 — ^20. 

19. We turn awhile westward to examine 
the region that lies between Hebron and the 
sea. This was the land of the Philistines, and 
contained Gath and Gaza, as well as Askelon, 
Ashdod, &C4, the former city memorable for 

p Gen. xxiL 18. 
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the birth of the giant Goliath^ — ^the second for 
the death of another strong man^ Samson^ who^ 
having on a previous occasion carried away the 
gates of Gaza by nighty was again brought 
there^ a captive, and blind. His last act was 
fatal to the Philistines, for, being led into 
their idol temple, " he bowed himself with all 
his might, and the house fell upon the lords 
and upon all the people^." 

20. Askelon is memorable, not only in the 
pages of Holy Writ, but also in more modem 
records. Zephaniah predicts the " desolation'^ 
of Ashkelon (ii. 4) ; Zechariah, that '^ Ashkelon 
shall not be inhabited/' (ix. 5.) History in- 
forms us that in the crusades, or holy wars 
of the cross, waged by Christian nations against 
the Saracens for the recovery of the holy se- 
pulchre from the infidels, Ashkelon was the 
scene of a battle, A.D. 1192, in which King 
Richard of England, surnamed ''the Lion- 
hearted,*' led the crusaders. A bishopric was 
founded there by Baldwin. 

21. This region brings before our notice the 
Maccabees, whose valour is recorded in the 
apocryphal books. Modin, their home and 
burial-place, is distant about fourteen miles 
from Joppa. Their zeal for the purity of God's 

4 Judges xvL so. 
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worship led them to rebel against their foreign 
invadersi and to undergo martyrdom fot the 
Jewish faith. A great musical composer, Han- 
del, has consecrated his powers to the praise 
of Judas Maccabeus, the most eminent of the 
Asmonean family. Our Church in her wisdom 
does not recognise the inspiration of the books 
of the Maccabees, but, as ^* examples of life,'^ 
she sanctions their perusal; and the study of 
the history of these heroic martyrs, of their 
faith, prayers, and constancy, is highly pro- 
fitable even to the Christian. 

22. We now reach the coasts of Judsea, and 
the chief sea-port, Joppa. The road thither 
from Jerusalem passes through Arimathea, now 
called Ilamlah, the birth-place of Joseph, who 
boldly came forward to beg Christ^s body, when 
His own disciples, had fled. His offer of a new 
sepulchre, wherein to lay that sacred body, 
wonderfully fulfilled the prophecy that Isaiah 
had spoken 700 years earlier, viz., that Christ 
should be with the rich in His death'. 

23. The memorable occurrences at Joppa 
are here subjoined. 

I. The cedars of Lebanon used for the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem were floated by Hiram to this 
port. 

' See Isa. liii. 9 ; Luke xxiii. £3. 
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II. The prophet Jonah embarked at Joppa 
for Tarshish^ on which occasion he was cast 
overboard in the storm, became a type of 
Christ by continuing three days in the whale's 
belly, and was miraculously delivered. 

III. Judas Maccabeus burnt the haven by 
night •. 

IV. St. Peter resided here with one Simon 
a tanner, when summoned by Cornelius, the 
first Gentile convert*. 

y. Bichard I. of England defeated the 
Saracens in the third crusade. 

YI. Bonaparte retreated from Jaffa in his 
Asiatic wars. 

24 The valley of Elah lies on the road from 
Jaffa to Jerusalem. Tradition affirms that this 
is the place where David killed Goliath, and 
that he gathered the fatal pebble in the brook 
hard by. 

25. The villages adjoining Jerusalem may 
be here mentioned. 

I. Bamah, where Samuel lived. 

II. Emtnaus, whither the two disciples were 
going on the day of the Besurrection, when 
our Lord joined Himself to them, and was by 
them constrained to abide", &c. 

* 2 Mace. zii. ' Acts z. " Luke xxiy. 
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III. Bethany, situated on the slope of the 
Mount of Olives ; the home of Martha, Mary, 
and Lazarus. 

IV. Bethphage, on the Mount of Olives, 
whence the disciples brought the ass on which 
Christ rode into Jerusalem^. 

26. The hill country of Judaea, wher^ John 
Baptist^s austere childhood was spent, is singu- 
larly bleak, wild, and stony: wild honey is 
still abundant in Palestine. 

27. The road by which Christ approached 
Jerusalem on His triumphant entry passes 
over the Mount of Olives, whence there is a 
magnificent view of the city, alluded to by St. 
Luke (xix. 41). Here He wept over it, fore- 
knowing its coming doom. His road lay across 
the valley of Jehosaphat, through which flows 
the brook Eedron, in summer a stony dried-up 
water-course. The Jews are buried in this 
valley, awaiting the gathering of all nations in 
the 'Galley of Jehosaphat,'^ predicted by the 
prophet Joel (iii. 2 — 12). 

28. In this valley, and beside the Kedron, 
at the foot of the Mount of Olives, lies the 
garden of Gethsemane, a place unmistakeable 
to this day, and containing some olive-trees of 

^ Matt xxL 2. 
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gigantic growth, whose extreme antiquity ren- 
ders it not impossible (so naturalists affirm) 
that they may have been there in the hour of 
the *' agony and bloody sweat/' 

29. Further down the valley is the Aceldama, 
or "field of blood/* bought with the thirty 
pieces of silver for which Judas Iscariot be- 
trayed the Lord, and which he afterwards 
" cast down in the temple/' There is re- 
markable evidence, that this probably was 
''the potter's field to bury atrangfrs in," in 
the discovery, during recent excavations, of 
many skulls of entirely difiPerent configuration 
from those of the natives. 

30. The valley of Jehosaphat is likewise 
memorable for the stoning of the proto-martyr, 
St. Stephen, who was probably dragged by the 
furious populace outside the walls of the city, 
and put to death by stoning, for .(what they 
deemed) bla9phemy, of which crime stoning 
was, according to the law of Moses, the special 
penalty. 

31. The associations connected with the 
Mount of Olives are of peculiar interest; it 
was from its summit that our Blessed Saviour 
ascended into heaven. Moreover, the prophet 
Zechariah in mysterious language predicts (xiv. 
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4) that *' His feet shall stand in that day upon 
the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem 
on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall 
cleave in the midst thereof/' ftc. What this 
future event may be, we do not presume to 
determine, but it is obvious, that, when the 
Lord shall ''shake terribly the earth,'' this 
mountain will undergo some great convulsion* 
A thousand years before Christ rode down the 
Mount of Olives, His forefather David (accord- 
ing to the flesh) had ascended that same 
mount in sorrow and in danger, fleeing be- 
fore Absalom*. 

32. The modem city of Jerusalem is sur-> 
rounded by Saracenic walls and towers, and 
has fortified gates : it is garrisoned by Turkish 
troops, under the control of a pacha appointed 
by the sultan. 

88. Jerusalem is inhabited by Turks, Jews, 
and by Christians of the Latin, Greek, Ar- 
menian, and Coptic communions. Each of 
these Christian Churches has its convent and 
ecclesiastics, who perform their respective rites 
at the holy sepulchre, on payment of a certain 
tax to the Turkish government. The Church 
of England is likewise represented in Jerusalem^ 

* 2 Sam. XT. SO. 
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but it may be a cause of regret^ that we should 
be united with the Prussian government and 
the Lutheran Church of Germany^ in founding 
this episcopate. 

34. The remains of the Jewish temple may 
be traced^ for^ although of the building itself 
^'not one stone is left upon another/^ the 
foundations still exist. Great walls of " costly 
stonesT^' were built by Solomon, in order to 
level the rugged summit of mount Moriah 
into the vast rectangle, in the centre of which 
the temple once stood, and where the mosque 
of Omar is now erected. 

85. A touching sight may still be witnessed 
among these ruined walls ; the periodical weep- 
ing of the Jews over their fallen temple. On 
these occasions the old men sit upon the 
ground (the oriental posture of grief) reading 
aloud the Lamentations of Jeremiah. The 
women, covered with thick white veils, kiss 
the walls, and appear absorbed in sorrow. 

86. Mount Moriah and Mount Zion can 
easily be traced : access to the former is de- 
nied to Christians, a Turkish mosque being 
built there; adjoining to it is a pool, said to 
be the Pool of Bethesda. The valley of the 

f I Kings Tii. 10. 
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TjTOf2don divides these two mounts ; the spring 
of the arch of a bridge is still risible in the 
ancient masoniy, and proves that the hills were 
once connected. Darid's tomb is shewn on 
Mount Zion^ and on its southern slope lies the 
Pool of Siloam, to which Christ sent the blind 
man. 

37. By reference to the map it will appear 
that at the foot of Mount Zion lies the valley 
of Hinnom, or Tophet. 

38. It is a question of deep interest, whether 
the true sites of Calvary and the holy Sepulchre 
can be traced. The piety of the crusaders and 
of the Empress Helena has erected a vast church 
over the supposed sacred spots of the crucifixion 
,and the resurrection. There is every reason to 
believe that these places are the true ones. The 
nature of the ground is such that there is but 
a limited space for conjecture. We know that 
Calvary was without the city gate, and yet not 
in the valley, and we are hence led to infer 

;that the shrines now reared in memory of those 
hallowed events are rightly placed. There ia 
also a probability that those who witnessed the 
crucifixion would hand down to their descend- 
unts accurate details of that sacred locality. 
We read that after the sieg^ and destruction 



JUDJBA. 19 

of Jerusalem many of the Christian fugitives 
returned to the holy city, and they would 
doubtless revisit the scene of man's redemp- 
tion. 

39. The Emperor Hadrian, in order to deride 
the faith of the Christians, erected idol temples 
on the sites of the cross, the tomb, and the 
manger. These profanations were overruled 
for good, by serving to point out to subsequent 
ages the scenes of the very events which the;)r 
were designed to ridicule. 

40. We venture then to conclude, that, since 
the crucifixion took place on Mount Moriah, 
(where Jsaac, the type, was on the point of 
being offered up,) and since there is no reasons- 
able objection to the credibility of the received 
opinions, the sites which tradition has assigned 
are the true ones. 

41. There is on Calvary a remarkable fissure 
in the rocksj which may be presumed to date 
from the moment of our Lord's death, when 
" the rocks were rent.'' Travellers of the last 
century examined this convulsion in the rock, 
and report it to be unquestionably the effect 
of an earthquake : it is now encased in silver, 
so that it has become imppssible to form any 
opinion. 
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4St. The sepulchre ha^ been changed from 
its original state into a chapd, inlaid with 
precious tnarbles^ and lighted bjr golden lamp^ 

43. The Psalms of David speak of the ge- 
ography of Jerusalem in language that de- 
scribes accurately the site of the *'holy city.*' 
'' The hills stand about Jerusalem /' &;c. St> 
it is ; this metropolis is encircled by the deep 
talleys of Tophet, Gihon^ and Jehosaphat^ be- 
}rond which rises a belt of hills^ the most noted 
of which is the Mount of Olives^ situated east- 
Ward of the city. The range of the Gibeah 
hills to the norths and the hill country of 
Judaea to the West^ amply make good the de- 
•cription of the sweet Psalmist. 

44. The road from Jerusalem t6 Jericho lies 
between high hills^ and is carried along th6 
rocky defile, by which the brodk Kedron flowB 
towards the Dead fiea. This journey is noted 
l» the scene of frequent robbery^ a fact which 
is remarkable^ because our Lord, in His parable 
of the good Samaritan, represents the way- 
fitting man as falling " among thieves'' on thift 
Yery road. This path quits the valley of Hin^ 
Mom at the point where Nehemiah's well id 

» P%. exit. 2. 



to be seen. This well if spoken of in th^ 
Bible*, 

45. Nehemiah's ride by night to survey thQ^ 
ruined walls of tTerusalein may be accurately 
traced. " I arose in the night (he thus writes), 
neither told I any man what my God had put 
in my heart to do. And I went out by night 
by the gate of the valley, even before th^ 
dragon- well, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem* 
Then I went on to the gate of the fountain^ 
and to the King's pool. Then wept I up in 
the night by the brook,*' &e. The brook ig 
uudoubtedly Kedron; th^ pool is probably 
Gihon ; the vc^lley is that of Jehosaphat ; thQ 
gi^te is probably the '^Golden Gate,'' still 
visible in the walls; the fountain still exists, 
and bears the name of ^' Nehemiah's well." 

46. The plunderers already alluded to, 9^ 
infesting the road to Jericho, are tho Bedouin 
Arabs of the desert, descendants of Ishpiael, 
and inheriting the qharficteristics predicted by 
the angel whil^ Ishnaael was yet unborn, " He 
will be a wild mftn ; his h^nd will be against 
every man, and every man's h^nd against 
him^.'' The customs of the modern Arabs 
resemble those of the Rechabites, pourtrayed 
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by Jeremiah (xxxv, 6, 7), They abstain from 
wine, dwell in tents, plant no vineyards, and 
wander with their flocks and herds from one 
pasture to another. They are half-shepherds, 
half-robbers, yet with feelings of hospitality, 
honour^ and courtesy, beyond those of more 
civilized nations. Once, in the land of Moab, 
the Arabs of our escort roused our indignation 
by hunting down and seizing the camels of 
aiiother tribe, regardless of our remonstrances, 
for plunder is their trade. When, however, 
they have pledged their word, their good faith 
is inviolable. The covenant between the tra« 
Teller and the Bedouin escort is drawn up in 
the graceful fashion of the East by the Arab 
chieftain, who, in the name of his clan, places 
his hand on his veiled head and swears to 
protect him. This is perhaps the oath for- 
bidden by the Lord, ^^ Neither shalt thoa 
swear by thine head\*^ 

47. The Arab food is simple and scriptural, 
*' milk and honey,'' " little cheeses," dried figs 
and grapes, ^^ cakes baked on the hearth,'^ 
oliveS) water from the fountain, are their usual 
fare. An *' outer garment'* of goat skins, an 
inner raiment, '^ woven throughout without 

• Matt. Y. S6L 



seam/' the black tent of goat's iair^, or the 
shelter of a cave, supply the frugal wants of 
this hardy and noble-looking race. 

48. The oriental character, even among the 
poorer classes, is remarkable for repose and 
dignity, which contrast favourably with the 
restless, busy excitement and bustle of the 
people of the West. The friends of J ob shewed 
their deep sympathy with the afflicted patriarch 
by a touching and respectful silence ; " So they 
sat down with him upon the ground seven days 
and seven nights, and none spake a word unto 
him, for they saw that his grief was very great®.'' 

49. Reverence for the name and decrees of 
God is deeply rooted in the Eastern mind. I 
have seen ignorant Arabs enter a Christian 
church with signs of such evident veneration 
and. awe of His presence, as might teach a 
salutary lesson of reverence to many worship- 
pers in more enlightened lands. Noi* are they 
ashamed to pray. At the call to prayer sung 
by the Muezzins from the lofty towers (or 
minarets) of their mosques, the Mahommedan 
population appear absorbed in devotion; the 
merchant kneels beside his merchandize, the 
camel-driver by his camels. 

' * Songs of Solomon i. 6. * Job ii« IS* ' 
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60. The destinies of Jericho hiave beto re- 
markable. The curse pronounced by Joshua 
against rebuilding Jericho, and primarily ful-. 
filled in Hiel^^ appears still to prevail. Ibrahim 
Pacha destroyed in 1340 the miserable village 
reared on the site of the once noted " city of 
Palms.^' 

51. A beautiful memento of the days of 
miracles is to be found at Jericho. There 
fiows^ among many streams of salt and bitter 
water^ one pure and sweet fountain, of which 
tradition reports^ that it is the spring cured by 
Elisha, who poured salt iuto it. It is still 
called "Elisha's fountains/^ We pitched our 
tents beside it. 

52. Near Jericho is the hill of Quarantaniai 
whence (it is said) Satan shewed to our Saviour 
the kingdoms of the worlds and the glory of 
them. . 

53. Over against Jericho^ on the eastern 
bank of the Jordan/ is Mount Nebo^ or Fisgah^ 
From its summit we had the same view of the 
promised land which was vouchsafed to Moses, 
The eye can range over the country to the 
flhores of the Mediterranean. 

54. The valley of the Jordan is the eastern 

' Josh. Ti. 26; 1 Kiugs xyL 34. f 2 Kings li 19. 



boiind of Canaan. At the melting of the snows 
m Lebanon this river is swollen and rapid; 
and stilly as in the time of Joshua^ ^^ overflows 
all its banks all the time of barvestV^ i*e* to^ 
wards the close of Aprils when we found the 
peasants reaping their barley harvest. 

55. The countries eastward of Jordan^ viz./ 
Moab^ Ammon^ Gilead, Bashan^ and the land 
of the GadareneSj will be described in a future 
chapter. Gilboa and Ephraim lie on the west- 
em bank of the river. One bridge only ei^ists 
over the river Jordan between the sea of Galilee 
and the Dead sea. It forms the communication 
for caravans travelling to Damascus from Je- 
rusalem. 

56. The place where our Saviour was bap-^ 
tized in the Jordan is believed to be the same 
whither pilgrims resort once a year in vast 
numbers to bathe in the holy stream. As 
Bethabara was near Jericho^ there is much 
probability that the Lord^s baptism^ and like-*^ 
wise the miraculous passage of the children of 
Israel, occurred at the same spot, or nearly so. 

57. The natural productions of Judsea in 
modern times are the same which are recorded 
in the Scriptures as supplied by Barzillai to 

. ^ Josb. lii. 16* 
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David^ when fleeing before Absalom*, viz.,. 
wheat, barley, beans, lentiles, pulse, honey, 
butter, cheese, sheep, &c., or as those brought 
by Abigail to the same king^, loaves, wine, 
" clusters of raisins,'* and " cakes of figs.*' 

58. The present barren state of Judaea may 
be shewn to be compatible with the ancient 
fertility of the land, by explaining, that the 
sides of the hills were scarped into terraces (as 
is still the case at Bethlehem). These terraces 
abounded in olives and vines, but, when neg- 
lected, the walls crumbled down, the soil was 
washed away, and the hill became barren. 

59. The climate of Judaea agrees with the 
records of the Bible : there is still the " early 
and latter rain,'* betwixt which two fixed pe- 
riods months of drought elapse. 

60. In the animal kingdom a similar co- 
incidence is to be found. Asses and camels 
are still the beasts of burden^ Wild boars 
stiQ spoil the vineyards"^; wolves and bears 
still attack the flocks " ; foxes, such perhaps as 
Samson caught, still abound, and ''have holes®;^ 
vultures and ravens hover over the slain?; eagles 

1 2 Sam. xvii. 28, 29. ^ 1 Sam. xxy. 18. > Isa. xxx. 6. 
» Ps. Ixxx. 13. ■ John x. • Judg. xv. 4; Matt Tiii. iO. 
» 1 Kings xiv. 11 ; Isa. xxxiv. 15 r Pro?, xxx. 17. 



may be seen in vast numbers soaring on high^ 
and gathering together, " wheresoever the car- 
ease is^/' 

61. Not less does the vegetable kingdom 
agree with the Scripture records. The hill of 
Bashan is still famous for oaks' ; roses abound 
in Sharon; and the lilies of Palestine are 
adorned with gorgeous colours; the pome- 
granate (alluded to by Moses^ and supposed 
to be the " forbidden fruit^' tasted by our first 
mother) still flourishes in Canaan % «.nd the 
fig-tree still blossoms^. 

62. Of the mineral kingdom it is less easy 
to speak, since Turkish misrule destroys com- 
mercial energy, and the mines of iron and brass 
(i#e. copper) spoken of by Moses ^, remain, so 
fiir as I know, useless at this day. 

63. Besides these coincidences in the natural 
kingdom, there exist to this day in Judaea many 
customs pourtrayed in the Bible and difiering 
from our own. 

I. The usual salutation is, '' Peace be unto 
you.'^ " Salam alai cum." 

II. The shoes are taken off as a mark of 
reverence', while the head is covered as a 
token of respect^, 

t Matt xxiv. 28. ' Ezek. xxvii. 6. • Deut. yii. 8. 
• Hak iii 17. » Deut viu. 8. « Exod. iil 5. r lGot.T\,a— V^. 
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III. '' Coats of many colours^^ are worn by 
the natives'. 

IV. Wine is carried in leathern bottles*^ 

V. The guests at a meal recline on one 
another's breast^^ and water is poured npon 
the hands before and after the repast^. 

YI. The loaves of the country are flat cakos 
baked on the hearth<^. The com is often niadQ 
into flour by '^ two women grinding at a millj^^ 
a process which we observed in the Arab t^nts 
in Moab^. 

64. The road northward from Jerusalen^ 
passes through the hill country of Ephraim^ 
near the site of the ancient Bethelj the exaqt 
position of which is unknown. The decay of 
Bethel^ where the sin of idolatry was encouraged 
by Jeroboam^ who set up there one of the golden 
calves^, appears to be a proof that the more 
g^lty cities of Canaan were doomed to utter 
destruction^ whilst those have been > partially 
spared which were less sinful, such as Tiberias, 
Tyre, Bethlehem, &c., which continue tp t)iis 
day. 

65. On the journey towards Samaria the 
usual resting-place is Michmash, where the 

• Gen. xxxviL 32. • Josh. ix. 18. 

^ John xiu. 26, < 2 Kings iii. 11. 

« Oeo. xYiii 9. • Hf4i, ^T. 41. ' I Kia^s xii. 2$. 
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Philistines were defeated by Saul and Jona- 
than ^. It lies in the tribe of Benjamin. 

66. The daylight was supematurally length- 
ened in this region at the prayer of Joshua^ 
whilst he pursued the Amorites through Gibeon 
and Ajalon^ The birth-place of Saul, in Gi- 
beah, lay amongst this range of hills. 

67. The recapitulation of the details of Judaea 
is as foUows. 

Jerusalem : the capital, site of the cruci- 
fixion, &c. 
Bethlehem : site of the nativity. 
Hebron : the home of Abraham. 
Jericho : besieged by Joshua. 
Jaffa (Joppa) : principal seaport. 
Modin : home of the Maccabees. 
Gath, Gaza, &c. : cities of the Philistines. 

' 1 Sam. ziy. 31. ^ Josh. z. 12. 
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SAMAEIA. 

68. The boundaries of Samaria are not easy 
to trace, but may be described generally as 
follows ; 

Northward ; the great plain of Esdraelon 

and Galilee. 
. Eastward ; the river Jordan. 
Westward ; the Mediterranean. 
Southward ; Acrabatene (according to Jo- 

sephus). 

69. This region fell mainly to the share of 
Ephraim and the half-tribe of Manasseh. The 
chief towns are Samaria, called also Sebaste, 
and Sychar or Shechem, now called Nablous. 

70. The ancient city of Samaria stands on 
a hill, fertile in olives and pomegranates* 
We cannot wonder that Omri chose this situ- 
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lition for his royal city, since it is very beau- 
tiful. The columns of Herod's palace still 
.stand in "a vineyard," and herein is remark- 
ably fulfilled the prophecy of Micah (i. 6), " I 
will pour down the stones thereof 'into the 
valley/* for many of these columns have rolled 
down into the plain beneath, and we found 
them almost buried in the luxuriant crops of 
barley. 

71. Samaria is rich in Scriptural associations. 
.Here Ahab reigned, and here he died and was 
buried, '^and dogs licked up his blood,** ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord. Here Shal- 
manezer came with his Assyrians and carried 
the ten tribes away into captivity, whence they 
have never returned. Here the Saviour was 
welcomed with far more willingness than in 
His own land ; " they besought Him to tarry 
with them,** says St. John (iv. 40). Here 
Philip the deacon preached the Gospel, and 
the holy ordinance of Confirmation was ad- 
ministered by St. Peter and St. John, ^^and 
there was great joy in that city\** 

72. Mighty works were done in Samaria by 
Elijah and his successor Elisha. Benhadad*;9 
return foretold^; two companies of fifty de- 
stroyed by fire^j the waters of the Jordan 

■ 

X Acts ▼iii. 1«, &«. k 1 Kings vu 22. ^ *IYJfli^\, VL. 
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divided'^; the mocking children cursed bj 
Elisha°; the Shunamite's son recalled to life<^. 

73. Moses describes the valley of Shechem 
as lying betwixt Mount Ebal and Mount Ge- 
ri^im. Since he never entered the promised 
landj he wrote this description either by inspi- 
ration or from the information of others. He 
directed that from these adjacent hills the 
blessings and cursings of the Law should be 
proclaimed aloud p. 

74. Joshua fu'.fiUed this injunction. Simeon^ 
Levi^ Judah^ Issachar^ Joseph^ and Benjamin^ 
were stationed on Mount Oerizim^ while the 
tribes of Beuben^ Gad^ Asher^ Zabulon^ Dan^ 
and Naphthali^ proclaimed the curses from 
Mount Ebal 4. 

75. At an earlier date Hamor and the 
Hivites had here been slaughtered by Simeon 
and Levi ^ and Joseph^ when a youth^ passed 
this way in search of his brethren '. Jeroboam 
first founded the city of Shechem ^ Shalman- 
ezei^ carried the ten tribes captive to Assyria^ 
and it is not clearly stated in the prophecy 
whether they are destined to be restored to 
their native land^ 

>« 2 Kings ii. 8. •2 Kings ii. 24. • 2 Kings W. S4. : 
» Deut. U. 29. 1 DeuL zxvii. 12 ; Josh. viii. 3Z, . 

' Oea. jcxxiV. 26, 26. * Oeii. xxxvaL 15^ 
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76. After the captiyity^ Shalmanezer peopled 
Samaria with " men from Babylon'' and other 
eastern cities^ who blended their native idola- 
tries with the Jewish worship; hence ensued 
a dispute with the Jews, which still prevailed 
in the days of Christ \ 

77. From this feud between the Jews and 
Samaritans, we derive an increased assurance 
that the Scriptures of the Old Testament have 
not been changed, since either Jew or Sama^- 
ritan would have detected and exposed any 
alterations attempted by the rival sect. 

78. Our Lord's conversation with the woman 
of Sychar at Jacob's well instructs us that the 
worship of the Samaritans was false, and their 
opposition to the Jewish ceremonial irreguhir. 
The existing Samaritans stiU refuse to adopt 
the Jewish rites and customs. 

79. The rival temples were a peculiar source 
of discord. The Jews maintained that ^^ Jeru- 
salem is the place where men ought to worship ^'^ 
whilst the Samaritans built a temple on Mount 
Gerizim, where they worship to this day. 

80. About forty Samaritan families still re- 
main at Nablous. We visited their synagogue, 
where they preserve a copy of the Pentateuch, 

* John W. 9 i 2 Kingi xrii. 24. t )citcaV«.11^ 

B 
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taid to be written by Phinehas, the grandson of 
Aaron. 

81. A remarkable correspondence took place 
a few years back between the Samaritans of 
Sychar and another Samaritan tribe existing 
in India. To test the accuracy of their own 
version of the Scriptures, they of Sychar sent 
fl copy, in which one chapter was purposely 
omitted. The error was detected by their bre- 
thren in India, who, in a quaint letter, state, 
"We have noticed your sweet words; also the 
Bible which you have sent has reached us ; it 
is a holy, faithful law, but it is short one 
chapter.^' 

82. The same letter contains these enquiries; 
'^ Inform us, Whether any of you know any- 
thing about the Nile of Egypt ? whether the 
Messiah is come? and what is his name? also, 
how many wives you take, for we cannot take 
more than two?^^ Allusion is made to the> 
Sabbath day's journey, which might not ex- 
ceed 1000 paces (the distance between the 
tabernacle and the utmost part of the camp). 
"Know ye, O our brethren, that we cannot 
reach you by the sea on account of the Sab- 
bath.^^ It appears that their scruples did not 
reach to the consciences of their brethren in 
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Sychar^ for they add, " If you can send us any 
person, we will pay his expenses/' 

83. This correspondence proves that the. 
modem Samaritans maintain their ancient dif- 
ferences with the Jews, since it is added, '^ The 
day of our fasting is not like that of the Jews, 
for we have abstained from their ways/' 

84. Jezreel and Jenin are the principal 
towns on the journey from Samaria to GalUee. 
Near the former we remarked a well-watered 
garden of herbs, which may perhaps have been 
" Naboth's vineyard,'' since fertile spots are of 
rare occurrence in that hilly country. There 
is a valley running eastward from Jezreel to 
the Jordan, between Mount Gilboa and Her- 
mon, up which we may suppose Jehu driving 
'^ fruriously," since he came from that direction. 
Here Jezebel was eaten of dogs, according to 
Elijah's prophecy. 

85. The great plain of Esdraelon lies on the 
road to Galilee. It was over this plain that 
Ahab drove his chariot from Carmel, and 
Elijah ran before him having girded up his 
loins. 

86. Recapitulation of the details of Samaria. 
Samaria, or Sebaste. Capital of the king- 
dom of Israel. 
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Sychar or Shechenii (now Nablous^) founded 

by Jeroboam. 
Jezred. Aoyal abode of Ahab. 
Jenin. In the bill country of Epbrainu 



CHAPTER III. 



GALILER 

87. The boundaries of Galilee may be de- 
fined as follows ; 

Northward ; Syria and Mount Lebanon. 
Southward; Samaria. 
Eastward ; the Jordan. 
Westward; the Mediterranean and bay of 
Acre. 

88. Josephns divides Galilee into Upper and 
Lower^ and he represents the inhabitants as 
active^ industrious^ and warlike, noted for their 
zealous attachment to the Jewish religion. 

89. The absorbing interest of Galilee is as 
the scene of our Saviour's childhood and man* 
hood, and as the place where He fulfilled His 
ministry and worked miracles. 

90. On the sea coast of Galilee stood for* 
merly the city of Csesarea, called '' Strat<yQ\%{' 
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to distinguisli it from Csesarea Fhilippi. It was 
built by Herod in honour of C»sar. 

91. The scriptural references to Csesarea are 
frequent : 

I. As the abode of Cornelius the centurion^ 
the first Gentile convert to Christianity'. 

II. As the scene of St. Faults imprisonment 
and of his preaching befof e Agrippa. 

III. As the place where H^rod Agrippa " was 
eaten of worms and gave up the ghost ^.'^ 

92. Eusebius the ecclesiastical historian was 
bom at Csesarea^ and became the bishop of his 
native city. His works are of extreme value to 
the Christian Church. 

93. Csesarea is now a complete ruin; its 
noble harbour is choked up with sand^ and it 
is inhabited by jackals and beasts of prey. 

94. Northward of Csesarea lies Mount Carmel^ 
a range of hill^ one end of which rises steeply 
from the Mediterranean, the other extends 
fifteen miles inland. The nature of this moun- 
tain agrees admirably with the Scripture nar- 
rative of Elijah's sacrifice. There is a mound, 
still called after the name of the prophet,, which 
tradition has handed down as the place of the 
sacrifice. There is an eminence near, whither 

' Aptt x^ * Acts ziL 23. 
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the prophet may have sent his servant to watch 
the "little cloud^^ rising out of the Mediteiv 
ranean. There flows' at the foot of the hill the 
river Kishon, on the banks of which the priests 
of Baal were slain. There may be seen in the 
distance Jezreel^ whither Ahab drove with speed 
to escape the coming storm. There is also^ near 
the summit, a cavern, which, even in time of 
drought, is always full of water, and whencle 
probably the barrels were filled, which were 
poured over the sacrificed bullocks ^. 

95. Carmel probably belonged to the tribe of 
Asher j it is now the resort of the Carmelite 
monks of the Latin communion, who have built 
there a magnificent convent, commanding a fine 
view of the bay of Acre. Here we enjoyed their 
hospitalities. 

96. Acre was of note at the period of the 
crusades, having been taken by Saladin and 
the Saracens in 1187. It was besieged by 
Richard I. king of England, and Philip Au- 
gustus king of France, who lost above 100,000 
men in the siege. 

97. In more modern times Acre has been at 
various times besieged. Bonaparte attacked it 
in 1798, but after sixty-one days of %\fc"^^ V^ 

^ 1 Kings xviu. 



40 DESCRIPTIONS OF CANAAN. 

was compelled to retreat^ mainly through the 
efforts of an English force commanded hy Sir 
Sidney Smith. It was again bombarded and 
taken by the English fleet in 1840, when 
Mehemet Ali was driven out of Syria. 

98. Acre is known in the Old Testament as 
Accho, of the tribe of Asher ^^ ; in the New, as 
Ptolemais, where St. Paul remained one day on 
his voyage to Caesarea^. This city has an im- 
posing exterior, as the sea washes the fortified 
walls : the interior is miserable and filthy. 

99. Two rivers of note, the Belns and the 
Kishon, fiow into the bay of Acre. It is stated 
of the former by Fliay, that glass was first in- 
vented on its banks, the sand having become 
accidentally vitrified. The Kishon is remark- 
able for the slaughter of the Canaanites under 
Sisera by Deborah and Barak, when ''the river 
of Kishon swept them away, that ancient river, 
the river Kishon ®," This river fiows through 
the plains of Esdraelon and Megiddon near the 
foot of Mount Tabor, and hard by the villages 
of Nain and Endor, which are situated on the 
«lope of the lesser Hermon. 

100. Mount Tabor is a high conical hill 
covered with orange trees, and commanding a 

* Judges i. 31. * Acts zxi. 7. * Judges y. 21. 
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splendid view of the Holy Land. It is supposed 
to have been the scene of our Lord's trans- 
figuration. With intervals of centuries, three 
armies are known to have encamped on its 
summit, that of Barak', that of Josephus the 
historian, who fortified it, and a French de- 
tachment firom Bonaparte's army commanded 
by General Kleber. 

101. The view from Mount Tabor embraces 
the following points. To the west. Mount Car- 
mel and the Mediterranean, — ^to the east, the 
valley of the Jordan, the sea of Galilee, and 
the mountain ranges of Bashan and Gilead, — 
to the south. Mount Hermon, and Mount Gil- 
boa, &c. — to the north, the hills round Galilee, 
(which town is six miles distant,) and beyond 
these Mount Lebanon. 

102. Nain still bears the same name as when 
Christ raised the widow's son eighteen cen- 
turies ago : it lies on the direct road between 
Capernaum, where our Lord resided, and Je- 
rusalem, whither He went up for the feast. 
Not far from Nain is Endor, where Saul saw 
the apparition of Samuel when he came to 
consult the witch. 

103. Cana of Galilee is a well-ascertained 

' Judges It. 
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spot : it is twenty-three miles from Capernaum. 
This distance throws light upon the Scripture 
narrative. The servants of the nobleman, 
''whose son was sick at Capernaum/' doubt- 
less went to m£et their master so soon as 
''the fever left him.'* By computing the dis- 
tance and the slow rate of travelling in the 
East, we might suppose that they would meet 
their master on the succeeding day on his way 
home. This was the real case; ^^ yesterday 
the fever left him 8.'* 

104. Cana is celebrated as the scene of the 
marriage-feast, where Jesus performed His first 
miracle, by turning the water into wine^. It 
was also the birth-place of Nathaniel, com- 
monly called Bartholomew, and of Simon Ze- 
lotes, since it is understood that the word 
" Canaite" is meant *, and not " Canaanite'' in 
the description of the Apostle. 

105. Nazareth is not named in the Old 
Testament, and is first mentioned as the home 
of the Virgin Mary and the scene of the An- 
nunciation. Here our Lord lived in privacy 
after His return from Egypt until the age of 
thirty, and here He carried on, as we suppose, 
the trade of a carpenter. Here the furious 

r John iv. 46. ^ John u. 11. ^ MatU x. 4. 



GALILEE. 48 

populace endeavoured to cast Him down the 
precipice, and from this town the Lord received 
His usual appellation of " Jesus of Nazareth/' 
which also was His superscription on the Cross. 

106. The site of Nazareth is very agreeable : 
it is sheltered by high hills and is surrounded 
by groves of cactus. The population amounts 
to 14O0, principally Christians, and there is ap- 
parent in NazLth xnore comfort and indust^ 
than is usual in the towns of Palestine. The 
plague raged there at the time of our stay. 

107. The well of Nazareth suggests sacred 
recollections. There can be no question that 
this fountain was frequented by the Virgin 
Mary and her divine Son, just as it is now 
resorted to by the women of Nazareth, carry- 
ing their jars and pitchers and accompanied by 
their children. 

108. The diseases alluded to in the Bible are 
still prevalent in Palestine, and are as follows ; 

. I. The plague or pestilence, which still sweeps 
away thousands in its periodical visitations^. 

II. The leprosy, unknown in England, pre- 
vails in Syria. The lepers are still " white as 
snow,'^ from the scorbutic humours which cover 
their bodies with a white incrustation. Gehazl 

^ 1 ChroD. xxi. 14e. 
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and Miriam were thus afflicted by the special 
judgment of God., The lepers are driven from 
the society of men and herd together in miser- 
able bands. Their disease is highly infectious. 
A group of ten lepers accosted us in an olive- 
grove near Jerusalem^ and not daring to ap- 
proach, they cried out for alms from '^ afar off/' 
'^ with a loud voice V The leprosy is incurable 
by human skill. 

III. Blindness and ophthalmia (often cured 
by our Lord) are of frequent occurrence^ pro- 
duced probably by the glare of almost perpetual 
sunshine^ and by the sand and dust of the sur- 
rounding deserts. These sufferers are usually 
laid by the way-side to beg alms^ as in the days 
of our Saviour™. 

IV. Fevers, such as Peter's wife's mother 
was affected with, are very frequent in Pales- 
tine from the prevalence of swamps, the neglect 
of drainage, and the rankness of eastern vege* 
tation, added to the total want of medical skill. 

Y. Attacks consequent on the heat of the 
sun (called coups-de-soleil) bring on delirium 
if the head be not protected from the burning 
rays". 

' Luke xvih 12. "■ Mark x. 46 ; Acta iii 2. 

■ Compare Psalm cxxL 6, and 2 Kings It. 19. 
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VI. Boils and blfiins, the plague of the land 
of Egypt^ and the crowning suffering of Job, 
are frequent, and are the more observed by the 
traveller, because the sick, when laid by the 
way-nde, exhibit the most disgusting sores in 
order to excite compassion. The Lazarus of 
the parable has his counterparf in every east-*' 
am town. 

109. The dress worn in Galilee is probably 
almost the same as in the days of our Lord, 
viz., an inner and an outer garment ; the latter 
serving as a covering by night, since bed-clothes 
are rarely used<>. Bright colours are worn even 
by m«i in the East, ''coats of many colours'' 
throng the streets and bazaars, and '' changes 
of raiment^' are still the gifts of kings. The 
loins are still girded up when the oriental be- 
gins his journey, since the flowing robes of the 
East would impede in walking, unless they 
were confined during action by the ''girdle,'^ 
which is an invariable portion of the Turkish 
and Arab dress. These girdles are of silk, 
woven by women p. 

110. The Mahommedans treat the native 

* Compare Exod. zzii. 27. See also the sermon on fhe 
mount. Matt. t. 40 ; St Peter girded on his '* fisher's coat" 
John xxi. 7. ' Proy. xxxi. 24. 
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Christians with great harshness. The Chris- 
tians of Nazareth underwent severe oppressions 
in 1841 from their Turkish governors. The 
monasteries and convents of ''Terra Santa/' 
being under the protection of the great Euro- 
pean powers, are comparatively unmolested.? 
The emperor of Russia is the protector of the 
Greek communion ; the emperor of France of 
the Latin or Bomish. 

111. Still more persecuted are the Jews by 
the Mahommedans. The greatest indignities 
and cruelties are heaped upon them. Some 
Jews at Jerusalem shewed us the marks of the 
tortures they had undergone on the rack at 
Damascus. The English government affords 
some measure of protection to the Jews, of 
Palestine. 

112. There are two distinct races of Jews in 
the Holy Land, viz., those of Spanish origin 
who wear the turban, and those of Polish de- 
scent who wear caps trimmed with fur. They 
differ in appearance, dress, and language. 

113. The physiognomy and complexion of 
the Asiatic Jews differ entirely from the cast of 
features which we usually term *' Jewish.'* Sir 
J. G. Wilkinson states, " I examined the faces 
of the Jews in various towns, and, when at Je- 
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rusalem, I went for this purpose into the Jews' 
quarter and found that their features had not 
the character met with in the West ; that the 
nose was nearly straight; the eyes hazel^ some- 
times blue; the hair often light, and even red; 
the complexion that of a northern race, white 
and pink, and that the children had the fresh 
colour of Europeans. I also observed that the 
contour of the face was very like that given by 
the old painters to our Saviour, and the features 
far more soft and beautiful than those of the 
European Jews/' There is a tradition that 
our Lord's complexion was fair and His hair 
auburn. 

114. The towns of Palestine chiefly resorted 
to by the Jews are Jerusalem, Tiberias, Hebron 
and Saphet, which are held in especial venera- 
tion; the latter place is said to contain the 
tomb of the Prophet Amos; it stands upon a 
mountain near the sea of Galilee, and our Lord 
probably referred to it, perhaps even pointed to 
it, when He said, '^a city that is set upon an 
hill cannot be hid.'' Some of the Jews ex-, 
pect the advent of the Messiah to occur ati 
Tiberias. 

115. Tiberias is surrounded by walls and 
towers, and contains a consideTa\A<& ^o^^^^^"^* 
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This town alone has escaped the ''woe'' de- 
nounced by Christ against the other cities of 

« 

the Lake, and we maj perhaps reverently ac* 
count for this preservation by contrasting the 
zeal of the people of Tiberias, who followed onr 
Lord in ships, with the unbelief of the inhabi* 
tants of Capernaum-. 

116. Tiberias was built by Herod Antipas, 
during the reign of the Emperor Tiberias, after 
whom it was named. It was taken by the 
crusaders under Godfrey of Bouillon, A.D. 
1100, but was retaken by the Saracens sixteen 
years later. In 1837 it was almost entirely 
destroyed by an earthquake, and in 1841 was 
devastated by the plague. 

117. The sea of Galilee, which is called also 
the lake of Tiberias or of Gennesaret, is com- 
puted by Josephus to be 140 furlongs in 
length and 40 in breadth. The Jordan flows 
through its entire length from the northern 
to the southern extremity. It is a beautiful 
sheet of water, and the barrenness of the sur- 
rounding hills is relieved by the groves of 
oleanders which fringe the shores. 

118. It is memorable in Holy Writ, as the 
scene of Christ walking on the waters, likewise 

* John tL 28. 
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for the miraculous draughts of fishes^ and the 
calling of the four Apostles to be " fishers of 
men/' Here the winds and waves were mira- 
culously stilled ^4nto a great calm/' and the 
swine of the Gadarenes^ rushing violently down 
the precipices of the eastern shore, "were 
choked'' in the waters*. 

119. On the shores of this lake our servants 
prepared for us, by a coincidence quite unde- 
signed, a meal of " broiled fish and of an honey- 
comb," the same repast that St. Luke records 
(xxiv. 42) as offered to our risen Lord. 

120. North-eastward of the lake rises the 
greater Mount Hermon. David compares the 
*'*inity of brethren," to the *' dew of Hermon"." 
This dew is remarkable, and is occasioned by 
mists and exhalations from the sea of Galilee, 
which are carried by the westerly sea-breeze 
against the slope of Hermon, which is green 
and fruitful, while the adjoining hills are 
parched up and barren. In hot countries, 
where the air becomes rarified, there is to- 
wards evening a breeze from the sea to supply 
the vacuum. Hence is produced at Tiberias 
a westerly wind, which is alluded to by St. 
Matthew (xiv. 24) as being *' contrary" to ships 

t Luke vuL 33. ^ "?%. wkkC\\.^. 

E 
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returning to Gennesaret '^when the evening 
was come/^ St. John also casually alludes to 
the breeze (which blows from the Mediterra^ 
nean) being unfavourable when sailing west- 
ward at even towards Capernaum (vi. 17^ 18); 
on the other hand, the Evangelists represent the 
wind as being favourable^ when*sailing eastward 
to the Gadarenes^ : we were detained by a simi- 
lar contrary wind when sailing on this lake. 
These coincidences have their value to the care^ 
ful reader of the Holy Scriptures, and shew how 
the sacred records, though penned by different 
writers, agree in the minutest particulars. 

121. The country of the Gadarenes agrees 
with the details of St. Mark, who records the 
maniac '^ who had his dwelling in the tombs'' 
(v. 3). The hill sides of Gadara are excavated 
into hundreds of sepulchres, some of which we 
found to be used as dwellings. 

122. The caves in the land of Canaan served 
for various purposes :— 

I. Burial-places; as Machpelah and our Lord^s 
sepulchre. 

- II. Shelters and stables for flocks ; as at 
Bethlehem. 

III. Hiding places ; as the cave of AduUam^ 

» Luke viU. 23, 26 ; Mark iv. S7, and v. 1. 
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and the '^ dens and caves of the earth/^ where 
the early Christian martyrs took refuge from 
their persecutors ^. 

123. The ^^ woe^^ spoken against Capernaum 
has had a complete fulfilment ; the site of it is 
unknown; Bethsaida and Chorazin have like- 
wise passed away. Capernaum became the home 
of our Lord^ when He left Nazareth^ and it is 
termed " His own city/' Here tribute was ool- 
lectedy and Matthew the publican was called 
from " the receipt of custom *.'^ The Sermon 
on the Mount was preached hard by Caper- 
naum^ and a rising ground on the shore of the 
lake is still called the ''Mount of Beati- 
tudes.^' The city lay on the north-western 
coast, and was about one hundred miles from 
Jerusalem. 

124. Magdala, the native place of Mary Mag- 
dalene, was a village on this lake, so also was 
Bethsaida, the birth-place of Philip. It adds 
force to our Lord's enquiry of that Apostle, 
** Whence shall we buy bread ?'\ that he was a 
native of the spot, and doubtless well aware 
that no food could be found in that ''desert 
place*.'' 

125. Peter and Andrew, James and Jolvw^ 

r Heb. jI 38. « Matt xviu 24. * ^Ocltlv Vfe. 
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were undoubtedly Galileans^ as were probably 
all the twelve Apostles. They were taunted 
by the Jews for their origin, since Galilee of 
the Gentiles was held in reproach ^. Our Lord 
Himself was thought lightly of as an inhabitant 
of Nazareth ; " Search and look ! for out of 
Galilee ariseth no Prophet ^ \" St. Peter at his 
denial of the Saviour was recognised as a Gali- 
lean by his language ; *' thy speech bewrayeth 
thee^." 

126. The recapitulation of Galilean towns. 

Nazareth ; place of the Annunciation. 

Cana, scene of the first miracle. 

Acre, principal seaport. 

Tiberias, on the sea of Galilee. 

^ Acts ii. 7. * John vii. 52. <* Matt. xxvi. TS. 
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EEGION BEYOND JOEDAN. 

127. This region contains the valleys of Her- 
mon ; the plain of Damascus ; the Hauran ; 
Bashan^ Gilead, Moab and Ammon^ and also 
the Decapolis. 

128. The Jordan flows into the sea of Galilee 
through a grove of oleanders; it is at that point 
a foaming^ rapid torrent. A bridge^ called 
" Jacobus bridge/* crosses the river a few miles 
above the lake^ and forms a passage for the 
caravans^ which journey between Acre and Da- 
mascus. Carriages and carts are unknown in 
Palestine. 

129. The modem caravans consist of long 
strings of laden camels^ and probably resemble 
the " company of Ishmaelites^ who came from 
Gilead with their camels/* to whom Joseph was 
sold®. Caravans are necessary for the mutual 
protection of travellers in the East. 

* Gen. xxzYii. 7&* 
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130. The insecurity of oriental travelling re- 
sults from the same ''perils" which befel St. 
Paul on his missionary journeys^. There are 
*' perils of waters'^ (in the Greek '' rivers"). The 
emperor of Germany, Barbarossa, the crusa- 
der, was drowned in fording a river near Tyre, 
and many lives are annually lost in Palestine 
by the swelling of the mountain torrents. There 
are also *' perils in the wilderness" from the 
attacks of the Bedouin Arabs^ and from the 
scarcity of water, a supply of which must be 
carried in skins and leathern bottles. 

131. The Arab tent is pitched by means of 
wooden nails driven into the ground with a 
hammer : with such a nail Jael killed Sisera ^. 
The tent is enlarged by 'lengthening the 
cords," and this emblem is used by Isaiah (liv. 
2) to signify the extension of the Christian 
Church* These moveable tents are employed 
in the Bible as types of our present transitory 
existence, contrasted with the ''endless life," 
which is represented as '' a house, having found-- 
ations." 

132. The Arab tribes are scattered over the 
great plains which lie between the Jordan and 
the Euphrates : other tribes frequent Palmyra^ 

' 2 Cor. xi. 26. « Judges iv. 21. 
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Idumaea and Arabia. They drive their flocks 
from one pasture to another after the manner of 
the patriarchs. They pitch their tents (which 
are of black goat^s hair) in the form of a large 
square^ into the centre of which the herds are 
driven at night for security. We encamped 
among a shepherd-tribe near Heshbon : the 
"lowing of the cattle'' and ^*the bleating of 
the sheep'' proved very disturbing. These pre- 
cautions against beasts of prey are needful, 
since the country abounds with jackals, who 
prowl round the sheep-folds by night, making 
dismal cries. Jacob, who for twenty years kept 
Laban's flocks, alludes to those depredations; 
'' that which was torn of beasts I brought not 
unto thee*." 

138. The Upper Jordan flows through Lake 
Merom ; it was called by the ancients Lake 
Semechon, and is now named the Lake of 
Houle. Joshua defeated the Canaanites and 
Amorites " by the waters of Merom" (xi. 7) . 

134. Csesarea Philippi, a town of Trachonitis 
frequented by our Lord, is now desolate. It was 
known by the name of Dan, and here Jeroboam 
set up a second golden calf. " From Dan to 
Beersheba" was a proverbial phrase for the 

* Gen. xxxi. S9. 
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whole of Canaan. Near to this site are the 
springs of the Jordan, which here runs under 
ground for a considerable distance and re-ap- 
pears. Mount Hermon belonged to Og, king 
of Bashan and the Hivites^ 

135. The view of Damascus is reputed to be 
one of the most lovely in the world. Out of 
a sandy plain there springs up a mass of ver- 
dure thirty miles in circumference, consisting 
of groves and gardens of apricot and walnut. 
Among this dark foliage stands the city, abound- 
ing in graceful domes and minarets, and exempt 
from the chimneys and tiled roofs which dis- 
figure the cities of the west. The river Barrada 
(the Abana of Scripture) irrigates this fertile 
plain, and beside its flovring stream, the na- 
tives of that beautiful city enjoy a refreshing 
coolness. Damascus is of extreme antiquity: 
Abraham^s faithful steward was born there, 
and the records of this chief city of the Syrians 
are frequent in Holy Writ. In the Christian 
era Dajnascus becomes memorable as the scene 
of St. Paul's miraculous conversion and of his 
escape from the soldiers of Aretas, when " the 
disciples took him by night and let him down 
by the wall in a basket"".'' The place of tkis 

^ Judges iii. 3. "^ Acts ix. 25. 
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escape is still pointed out to Christian pil- 
grims. 

136. The streets of eastern cities are narrow. 
In order to exclude the sunshine^ mats are fre- 
quently stretched across the roofs^ and cast a 
grateful shade over the bazaars or markets. 
The prophet Jeremiah refers to the following 
peculiarity in eastern shops. In Damascus^ as 
in other cities, the different trades all dwell 
separately. There is a street of jewellers — a 
street of shoemakers — a street of silk-mercers^ 
unlike our own towns^ where the shops are in- 
discriminately mixed together. Thus the pro- 
phet was allowed " daily a piece of bread out of 
the baker^s street^' (xxxvii. 21). 

137. Another characteristic of eastern cities 
is^ that the windows rarely look upon the street^ 
but open upon the inner court of the house. 
Hence the streets consist principally of blank 
walls^ owing to the seclusion and jealousy of 
female life in the East. The windows are usually 
unglazed and latticed apertures. King Ahaziah 
fell through the lattice^, and the mother of 
Sisera looked for her son, and " cried through 
the lattice •/' 

138. The Abana and Pharpar, "rivers of 

» 2 Kings i. 2. * ^u^-fe^x.^^- 
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Damascus/^ never reach the sea^ but are ab-* 
sorbed like the Jordan. The inhabitants sub- 
divide these streams into a thousand little rills 
for the purpose of irrigating their gardens. The 
slight residue flows into a marsh and is* lost. 
These waters are so pure and sparkling^ and so 
much superior in appearance to the muddy cur- 
rent of the Jordan^ that the indignant compari-^ 
son of Naaman becomes completely intelligible^*. 

139. The range of Mount Lebanon extends 
to the Mediterranean. The Druses and Ma- 
ronites inhabit these mountains. The women 
of the former tribe wear on their foreheads a 
horn of silver or gold. When the head is proudly 
thrown back^ they *'set up their horn on high*^." 
This custom is a possible interpretation of the 
Scripture allusion. The obvious use of the horn 
is to keep the thick cotton veil removed from 
the face. 

140. The ''house-top" is an important ele- 
ment of oriental life. The Syrians, like their 
forefathers, use their flat roofs as sleeping 
places during the hot nights of summer. David 
''walked on the roof of the king^s house;*' 
"Samuel communed with Saul upon the top 
of the house'.'* Through it the paralytic was 

P 2 Kings T. 11. 4 Ps. Ixxv. 6. - * I Sam. ix. 25. 
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lowered, and St. Peter was praying " on the 
house-top'' when the messengers of Cornelius 
arrived'. I have seen from a house-top in Tar- 
sus the roofs of the surrounding houses crowded 
with the inhabitants^ enjoying the sunset meal 
and the cool evening breeze. David uses as an 
emblem of the wicked the similitude of " grass, 
growing on the house-top, which vrithereth afore 
it be plucked up/' a sight often witnessed in 
Palestine *. 

141. The hill of Bashan still maintains the 
same peculiarities as in the time of David, being 
remarkable for its ''oaks'' and its ''cattle." 
Our rides through its forestnscenery and among 
the herds grazing on its pastures bore testi- 
mony, how faithfully delineated the Scripture ' 
comparisons invariably are ; " the kine of Ba- 
shan," as the prophet Amos terms them, came 
at sunset to drink at the spring, where our tent 
was pitched in a green valley, shaded by noble 
oaks. 

142. There flows through this picturesque 
district the Jabbok, a deep and rapid stream, 
fringed with evergreens; on its bank Jacob 
wrestled with the angel and prevailed ; a type 
of the power of earnest prayerM. 

■ AcU X. • Ps. cxxix. 6. ■ Gen. xxxii. 28. 
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143. We cannot wonder that two tribes and 
a half sought leave of Moses to choose this 
country as their inheritance^ instead of cross- 
ing the Jordan^ alleging that " the place was a 
place for cattle*/^ Hence Eeuben, Gad and 
half the tribe of Manasseh returned after the 
conquest of Canaan to occupy Bashan. 

144. The strength and stature of the abori- 
gines of Bashan were noted. The bed or couch 
of Og^ king of Bashan^ was nine cubits long^ 
and Amos speaks of the Amorites of that land^ 
as being ^^ strong as the oaks/^ and lofty as the 
cedars. 

145. The fate of Absalom^ whose hair was 
caught in the boughs of an oak^ when fleeing 
through the forests of Gilead, might well befal 
the Arabs of the present day^ whose long matted 
hair might easily become entangled in the 
branches during a hasty flight. 

146. Joab^s census^ or numbering of the 
people^^ led him through these regions^ but the 
population^ as computed in those days, no longer 
exists, and Gilead is almost deserted of man. 
Jephthah^s triumphant return home, and the 
fulfilment of his rash vow, must have occurred 
in some part now no longer to be traced^ of this 

' Numb, xxxil. 1. 7 2 Sam. xxiv. d* 
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» 

solitary district. Elijah the Tishbite was a na- 
tive of Gilead. 

147. Before the time of our Saviour, the 
Romans had founded beyond Jordan their 
great colony, termed the " Decapolis^' or '^ ten 
cities*.*^ Some of these ten are well ascertained, 
others are disputed. 

148. Pella in Gilead, one of the ''ten cities,** 
is of singular interest, as being the place of re- 
fuge to the Christians of Jerusalem during the 
great siege by Titus, A.D. 70. The prophetic 
warning of the Lord to " flee to the mountains," 
when Jerusalem was '' compassed with armies," 
led them to escape betimes, and our Saviour's 
promise, 'fthere shall not an hair of your head 
perish V' was fulfilled to His disciples, while 
above a million of the Jews perished in the 
siege. St. James, the Bishop of Jerusalem, led 
his Christian flock to this shelter. Jerash is 
conjectured to be the ancient Fella; it is an 
entirely ruined and deserted city, containing 
streets and temples of beautiful architecture. 
The columns of the house of Baal still exist in 
admirable preservation. 

149. Among those who took refuge at Pella 
were the cousins of the Lord, Jude and Simeon. 

» Matt iv. 25 ; Mark v. 20, * luxxV-fc-soix. V^. 
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Eosebius the historian mentions their descend- 
ants, who were termed '' Desposyni/* and were 
brought before the emperor Domitian, accused 
of being of the royal Une of David. Their de- 
fence was very simple ; they shewed their hands, 
hardened by toil, and stated that the kingdom 
they sought was not earthly, but heavenly. 
Domitian dismissed them with contempt. 

150. Scythopolis, known in the Bible as Beth- 
shan, is another of the " ten cities'^ of the De- 
capolis. Here the bodies of Saul and Jonathan 
were exposed by the Philistines, but were rescued 
by the men of Jabesh-Gilead, and honourably 
interred**. This city lay on the western bank 
of the Jordan, distant about two miles from the 
river, and was principally inhabited by Gentiles, 
though built vithin the Jewish territory. 

151. Philadelphia is another of the *'ten 
cities,^' and is of note in Holy Writ under the 
name of B/abbah Ammon. The desolation of 
Ammon is a remarkable fulfilment of prophecy. 
The temples and theatres, which yet remain 
there, in a state of excellent preservation, are 
tokens of its ancient greatness, and of its large 
population. At present it is a complete solitude. 
Eaekiel prophesied (xxv. 5) " I will make Rab- 

^ 1 Sam. xxzi. 10. 
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bah a stable for camels^ and the Ammonites a 
couGhing*place for flocks.'^ The literal accom- 
plishment of this prediction appears in the vast 
heaps of dung accumulated in the ruins^ which 
serve as shelter to the Arab shepherds and their 
flocks, Zephaniah likewise predicts this deso- 
lation^ *^ Surely Moab shall be as Sodom^ and 
the children of Ammon as Gomorrah/' 

152. The victory of Jephthah*'; the treach- 
erous slaughter of Uriah the Hittite ; the first 
warlike exploit of Saul, who '^slew the Am- 
monites/' and the taking of the city by Joab, 
are the scriptural associations connected with 
Ammon. It is well termed "the city of 
waters^/' since a dear and beautiful river, of 
inestimable value in the East, flows through it. 
Jeremiah alludes to this stream, when he says 
of Kabbah, "Wherefore gloriest thou in the 
valleys, thy flowing valley V' (xlix. 4.) 

153. The wells and brooks of Canaan, being 
few in number and highly prized, are of use in 
ascertaining the geography of the land, since 
the modem inhabitants resort to the same 
wells as their ancestors did. Nor does this 
scarcity of water contradict the description 
given by Moses of the promised land, as "a 
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land of brooks of water^ of fountains and depths, 
that spring out of valleys and hills®;" since 
Canaan, when compared with Egypt and the 
wilderness, whence the Israelites came, was in 
truth a "well watered" land, although its 
supply is very scanty, when contrasted with 
our own in this favoured land. 

154. Water is supplied in the East, as of old, 
by digging wells, and it is deemed a work of 
piety among the Turks to build a fountain for 
the benefit of the wayfarer. Water is carried 
in skins and leathern bottles^ which circum- 
stance explains David^s lamentation, that he 
was "become like a bottle. in the smoke," de- 
noting thereby, that he was shrivelled up, as a 
skin would be if held over the fire'.* 

155. A stone cistern or trough is usually 
found beside the fountains of Syria to water 
camels or cattle. Bebekah poured water into 
the trough ^ : Babshakeh exhorts the Jews, 
" Drink ye every one the waters of his cistern^ ;" 
and Jeremiah represents the folly of sinners in 
terms full of meaning to the eastern mind, 
" They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living 
waters, and have hewed them out cisterns, 

• Deut viiL 7. ' Ps. cxix. 83. 

■ Gen. xxiv. 20; Exod. ii. 16. ^ 2 Kings xviii. 31. 
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broken cisterns, which can hold no water/^ (ii. 13). 
There is a broken cistern at the well of Jezreel ; 
and I well recollect our disappointment at being 
unable to water our thirsty animals^ when we 
rode up to it. 

156. The quarrels for the possession of wells^ 
recorded in the Holy Scriptures, are an addi- 
tional evidence of the scarcity of water. Abra- 
ham's herdsmen disputed with those of Lot^ 
and somewhat later, ^' Abraham reproved Abi- 
melech, because of a well of water, which Abi- 
melech's servants had violently taken away^.^' 

157. The prophetic words of Balaam were 
spoken among the hills beyond Jordan about 
8800 years ago, and they have been signally 
fulfilled. 

158. The country adjoining Ammon south- 
ward is Moab, which forms the eastern shore of 
the Dead sea and stretches as far as Midian. 
Roman milestones, still legible, erected by 
the emperors Trajan and Severus, bear witness 
to the trafiic of these colonies under Roman 
rule. That great imperial power imbued with 
her own energy the most distant dominions 
annexed to her sceptre. The river Arnon, 
where Sihon was killed, and where Balak met 

' Geu. xiii. ^ Gen. xxi. 25. 
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Balaam, forms the boundary between Moab and 
the Amorites^ and flows into the Dead sea ot 
lake Asphaltites. 

159. A remarkable retribution has occurred 
in the possession of this district. Reuben and 
Oad occupied it on the conquest of Canaan, 
but many centuries later, when the kingdom 
of Israel fell, they were expelled by the de- 
scendants of Moab. Ruth, one of the most 
interesting female characters pourtrayed in the 
Sible, was a Moabitess and an idolatress, but 
she adopted the country and creed of Naomi^ 
her mother-in-law. 

160. The survivors of this and other nations 
have been merged in the great Arabian people. 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, and Zephaniah de- 
nounced Moab, and the present desolation of 
that once populous and fertile land furnishes 
.ample proof that the woes spoken by these 
prophets were " by inspiration of God.*' , 



CHAPTER V. 



THE OUTLYING COUNTRIES NAMED 

IN THE BIBLE. 

161. Thb Old and New Testaments refer to 
several localities beyond the boundaries of Pa- 
lestine, and not yet described. To these we 
purpose to make some reference. The coasts 
of Syria, washed by the Mediterranean, are 
named ''the Levant/^ and that sea is termed 
in the Scriptures " the Great Sea." 

162. The remarkable seaports, reckoning 
from the south, are Joppa, Acre, Tyre, Sidon, 
Beyrout, Tripoli, Laodicea, and Scanderoon. 
Hie waters of the Levant are of a beautiful 
purple colour, the cause of which is unknown ; 
some have supposed these seas to be tinged by 
a shell-fish, which produced the famous purple 
dye of Tyre. 

163. We are not informed that our Blessed 
Saviour ever took ship on the waters of the 
Mediterranean, although He frequented ''the 
coasts of Tyre and Sidon." St. Paul made re- 
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peated voyages to Cyprus, Ephesus, Italy and 
Greece ; his chief *' perils in the sea^* occurred 
near Malta or Melita, where his ship was 
wrecked. 

164. Modem nautical experience bears out 
accurately the narrative of St. PauPs shipwreck. 
It is computed that a ship drifting before a 
gale averages three knots (or miles) of speed in 
the hour. By this reckoning St. Paulas vessel 
would drive in fourteen days from Crete to 
Malta; and St. Luke informs us that ^'whea 
^e f&urteenth night was come,^ ^^tbe shipmea 
deemed tl^y drew nigh to some country ^^' 

165. The most prominent headlands which 
come in sight when coasting along the shores 
of Syria, are Mount Carmel and the ancient 
^ Scala Tyria/' a bold chalk'-clifT, which stands 
(Hit into the sea near the city of Tyre. The 
Lebanon-range rises abruptly from the Medi- 
terranean and overhangs the harbour of Bey- 
rout. Its sides are dotted with Maronite oon«- 
vents, the bells and chimes c^ which, summoning 
the monks to evening prayer, may be heard far 
out at sea. There is another fine promontory 
which stands out into the bay at the mouth df 
the Orontes near Seleucia. 

* Acta xxvii. IT. 
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166. The commerce of Tyre may be correctly 
ascertained from the minute details which 
Ezekiel (chap, xxvii.) gives of her navy, mari- 
ners, and merchandize. He also predicts her 
overthrow, which was effected some centuries 
later by Alexander the Great. This trading 
city of Phoenicia was at one period the chief 
mart for the produce of the East. 

167. The siege of Tyre verified some re- 
markable words of Ezekiel, (xxvi. 12 ;) Alex-< 
ander subdued the island-city by building a 
causeway or mole from the mainland to the 
island. This mole he formed of the materials 
of the old city of Tyre, which had been situated 
on the shore and was destroyed by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Ezekiel writes ''they shall lay thy 
stones and thy timber and thy dust in the 
midst of the water.^^ The state of modem 
Tyre agrees with the event foretold by Ezekiel^ 
'' I will make thee like the top of a rock, thou 
shalt be a place to spread nets upon.^^ Tyre 
is now inhabited principally by fishermen, and 
its trade and commerce have passed away. 

168. The inspired records of Ezekiel throw 
light upon the traffic of the eastern merchants. 
The supply at Tyre consisted of the foUo^vcw^ 
articles of manufacture and ptodxu^e *. 
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I. Cedar, oak, and pine, from Lebanon and 
Bashan. 

II. Fine linen, purple, broidered work, from 
Egypt and Syria. 

III. Silrer, iron, tin, and lead, from Tarshish. 

IV. Slaves from Javan; horses from To* 
garraah, (Turcoman?) 

V. Wheat, honey, oil, and balm, from Judah. 

VI. Lambs, goats, and rams, from Arabia and 
Kedar. 

VII. Spices, precious stones, and gold, from 
Sheba and Raamah. 

VIII. Ivory and ebony from Dedan. 

169. The interior economy of this great trad- 
ing city may be gathered from the following 
particulars, taken from the same prophetic re- 
cord. The merchants of Tyre hired mariners 
from Zidon and Arvad — shipbuilders and calkers 
fromGebal — soldiers from Persia and Lud. They 
trained up their own pilots : " Thy wise men, 
O Tyrus, that were in thee, were thy pilots.** 

170. Spices were an important article of 
commerce, in consequence of the universal 
practice of embalming the dead. There pre- 
vailed in Egypt a strange superstition, that the 
soul of the departed returned after the lapse 
ot t\iTee thousand years to seek again the body 
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which it had once animated. If the body were 
still existing they would unite in a perpetual 
bliss; were it, however, perished, the spirit 
would remain in eternal unrest. Hence the 
care to embalm rich and poor: their kings 
rested in pyramids or in vast subterranean 
tombs, their nobles in sarcophagos, their poor 
in catacombs. For these burials, spices were 
brought down by the Ishmaelites™, and pre- 
cious gums were important articles of mer- 
chandise. 

171. The trade of spices with the Indies has 
ever enriched those places and nations^ which, 
in their turn, have carried on this traffic. 
Tyre, Palmyra, and Petra, were of old the resort 
of caravans from the Persian gulf. Alexandria 
became a great emporium when the treasures 
of India poured down the Nile. In the middle- 
ages Genoa and Venice monopolized this lu- 
crative commerce, but, on the discovery of the 
passage round the Cape of Good Hope, Por- 
tugal and Holland obtained a maritime supre- 
macy and the command of the trade of India, 
which traffic, with its accompanying wealth, is 
now principally in the hands of Great Britain. 

172. The decay of modern Tyre may be in 

' •" Gen. xxxvU. ^5. 
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some measure attributed to Turkish misrule^ 
and to the extortions and oppressions which 
paralyze industry and trade in the Ottoman 
dominions. 

178. The dominant faith of Turkey is that 
of Mahomet; the sacred book is the Koran. 
The prevailing faults of the Mahommedans are 
cruelty and fanaticism, when excited; sloth, 
jealousy and sensuality, when in repose. Their 
redeeming qualities are sobriety, truth, honesty, 
courtesy, submission to God's will, and rever- 
ence in prayer. 

174. Antioch, on the Orontes, has fallen 
into decay : the city is surrounded by walls and 
towers, built by the crusaders, who also intro- 
duced the custom of sloping roofs, as in Europe, 
which custom yet prevails. The Christians of 
Antioch still sustain grievous persecutions. 

175. Tarsus in Cilicia is even now "no mean 
city ;" it is however nearly deserted during the 
summer in consequence of the pestilential ex- 
halations from the adjoining marshes. These 
swamps were drained by the Romans, but have 
been suffered to relapse into a stagnant state. 
These marshes supply Eurppe with myriads of 
leeches, of which many ship-loads are sent |in- 
nually to Marseilles and Trieste. 
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176. Tarsus was the birthplace of St. Paul, 
The city stands on the river Cydnus, which 
forms a picturesque water-fall near the north- 
ern gates. The chilling waters of this river, 
which flows from the snows of Mount Taurus, 
occasioned an illness to Alexander the Great, 
who bathed in it, from which he never re- 
covered entirely, and which so greatly injured 
his constitution as to be a main cause of his 
early death. Anthony and Cleopatra sailed on 
these waters in a golden galley. 

177. The descent of Jacob's family to Egypt 
in consequence of a famine, the foreshadowing 
of the Saviour's humiliation and glory in the 
events of Joseph's life, who was lifted from the 
dungeon to the second place in the kingdom, 
are detailed by Moses in the book of Genesis. 
The succeeding book records the Exodus of 
the chosen people. Of that miraculous journey 
some remarkable traces are still to be found. 

178. There exist near Mount Sinai lateral 
valleys, the rocky sides of which are engraved 
with hieroglyphical and written inscriptions. 
Some scholars interpret these inscriptions to 
be a record of the journey out of Egypt ; should 
even the interpretation be doubtful, it may be 
safely inferred from these wr\tm%'& ^JiJaa \^\X«t% 
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of which are in many places six feet high and 
cut deeply into the solid rock) that they were 
the work of numerous artificers and were exe- 
cuted with much labour and difficulty. Hence 
it is obvious that these valleys were once in- 
habited by a great people, who could not have 
been fed without miraculous supplies. The 
necessity of leading their flocks to pasture 
(since we read of no supernatural food for the 
cattle) would account for the Israelites' fre- 
'quenting these remoter valleys during their 
forty years^ wandering in the wilderness. We 
have hope that further research and a deeper 
investigation into the primeval language may 
throw fresh light upon these interesting dis- 
coveries. The only probable solution of the 
existence of the Sinaitic writings is to be found 
in the Scripture narrative of the Exodus. 

179. The exact agreement of the actual posi-« 
tionof each mountain, cave, well, or brook^ with 
the records of the Holy Scriptures, conveys to 
the mind of the traveller a deep conviction of 
the reality of the facts related. It is the cha- 
racteristic of the Bible, that it appeals boldly 
to facts, dates^ places^ genealogies, and eye- 
witnesses^ not shunning but courting enquiry, 
and herein dififering greatly from the vague 
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and obseure sayings of the Koran of Ma- 
homet. 

180. The actusd condition of the descendants 
of the two brothers, Isaac and Ishmael, is a 
remarkable evidence of the truth of the Holy 
Bible, since each race has maintained inviolate 
for above three thousand years its distinctive 
character ; nor can the customs of the Jews and 
Arabs be satisfactorily accounted for, excepting 
from the statements of Holy Writ, which sets 
before us the origin of the rite of circumcision, 
and of many other traditionary ceremonies and 
observances, to which they still obstinately 
cling. 

181. It is a providential fact, that the mo- 
dern inventions and artificial usages of West- 
ern civilization have never reached the land of 
the Bible, insomuch that the pastoral life of the 
patriarchs and the simplicity of the Arab tent 
remain unchanged, even in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, in despite of the '' spirit of the age.'^ 

182. This exemption from "progress" con-» 
cems us much, since the existing custom«^ of 
the East (differing from our own) serve to illus- 
trate Scripture, to explain difficulties, to realize 
miracles, to expound prophecies^ and thus assist 
us, in an unbelieving age,^ to give a reason of 
the hope that is in us to all en(\u\Yex%. 
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183. The present state of the Holy Land 
oflFers the melancholy picture of a country 
^' whose candlestick has been removed;^' the 
very cradle of Christianity is now almost 
'' wholly given to idolatry/* There is a strange 
retribution to be observed in the missionary 
work now carrying on in Palestine^ viz., that 
the Gospel, which at the first went forth /row 
Jerusalem, "a light to lighten the Gentiles,** 
should be brought back eighteen centuries 
later to Jerusalem from the remotest parts of 
the world (even from America) to rekindle the 
pure flame at the very sepulchre of the Re* 
deemer. 

184. A similar reaction has taken place at 
Athens, where once St. Paul preached, and 
where the rising generation now learn in their 
native tongue (which is the language of the 
New Testament) the faith of Christ from mis- 
sionaries of the episcopal Church of America, a 
continent not discovered until 1400 years after 
St. PauFs martyrdom. 

185. The crowning interest of the land of 
Canaan is this ; that it is the place where the 
Incarnate Son of God condescended to live and 
to die ; and that those very mountains, valleys, 
and cities, which the traveller still beholds, 
were the scenes among which He dwelt, and 
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that the great work of our Redemption was 
enacted upon the spots^ hallowed and vene- 
rated^ which may still be traced and gazed 
upon. 

186. The English traveller in the land of 
Canaan feels, as applicable to himself^ the pre- 
diction of Moses^ that '^the stranger from a 
very fiir land" should view the desolation 
which he by inspiration foresaw^ and should 
ask the cause of these great visitations of 
calamity on the once *' pleasant land/^ saying, 
*' Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this 
land? what meaneth the heat of this great 
anger?" The Scriptures give the warning re- 
ply, " because they have forsaken the covenant 
of the Lord God/' "and the Lord rooted them 
out of their land in ang^, and cs^t liiem into 
another land, as it is this day°." 

187. The cry of the multitude at the con- 
demnation of Christ, '' His blood be upon us 
and upon our children," has ^ had its signal 
answer in Jud%a, and the fearful imprecation 
has recoiled with terrible power upon the whole 
Hebrew race. It is a standing miracle, thalt 
tbe Jews still continue a peculiar pec^le. 
Though scattered for centuries among all na- 

• Deut. xxix. 24—28. 
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tions, they have not blended with the Oentile 
world, but have retained their religion, their 
manners, and their nationality. They still cling 
to their ancient traditions, and the Talmud is 
more honoured than the Scriptures, they, as 
of old, *^ making the word of God of none effect 
through their tradition/' 

188. I visited the Jewish quarter in Jeru- 
salem during the ''seven days of unleavoned 
bread,'' and found the families sitting in their 
holiday dresses, friendly and cordial. I tasted 
the unleavened bread, which is a kind of thin 
biscuit without yeast. The three feasts, those 
of the Passover, the Pentecost, and the Taber- 
nacles, are still religiously observed by these 
children of Israel on the very " hill of Zion." 

189. I had also a conversation with the most 
learned Babbi of Jerusalem, who expressed his 
expectations that the Messiah would one day 
appear on Mount Sinai to deliver his people. 
Thus, though the sceptre has long departed 
from Judah, and the daily sacrifice has long 
ceased, and though every thing tends to prove 
their expectations vain, and that the Messiah 
has already come, they continue obstinately 
Jioping against hope, with a patience worthy of 
a better cause. 



THE OUTLYING COUNTRIES. 79 

190. The future destinies of this remarkable 
people are dimly revealed in Holy Writ ; but it 
may well be our aspiration^ that the Lord 
should^ in His own good time, " build up Jeru- 
salem, and gather together the outcasts of 
Israel®.'* We find ground for hope in St. PauVs 
cheering and inspired question, '^I say then. 
Hath God cast away His people ? God forbid^ !** 
and we trust that, although they, '* the natural 
branches,*' were '' broken off'* '* because of un- 
belief," yet that they shall one day again " be 
graffed into their own olive-tree**." 

191. The past prosperity of the Jews is in 
painful contrast to their present degradation. 
The writer of the book of the Maccabees gives 
the foUovring toifching picture of their halcyon 
days; "Then did they till their ground in 
peace, and the earth gave her increase; the 
ancient men sat all in the streets, communing 
together of good things ; and the young men 
put on glorious and warlike apparel. He made 
peace in the land, and Israel rejoiced with 
great joy, for every man sat under his vine 
and his fig-tree, and there was none to fray 
them'." 

* Ps. cxlvii. 2. ' Rom. xi. 1. 

« Rom. xi. 20—24. » 1 Mace xiv. 12. 



80 DESCRIPTIONS OF CANAAN*. 

192. Very different is the state of persecu- 
tion predicted by Moses^ and actually under- 
gone by many of the children of Israel at this 
very day. *' The Lord shall scatter thee among 
all people^ from the one end of the earth even 
to the other.^' "Among these nations thou 
shalt find no ease^ neither shall the sole of thy 
foot have rest.'* *' Thy life shall hang in doubt 
before thee ; and thou shalt fear day and night, 
and shalt have none assurance of thy life : in 
the morning thou shalt say, Would God it were 
even I and at even thou shalt say, Would God 
it were morning ! for the fear of thine heart 
wherewith thou shalt fear".** This state of con- 
tinual alarm and suspense was fully realized a 
few years since by the Jews of Damascus, who 
endured a severe persecution. 

193. It should be our prayer that God*0 
chosen people, who have so long sung ^the 
Lord's song in a strange land,** maybe restored 
to their own native Canaan, and that "the 
vail which is upon their heart** shall be done 
away in Christ*. Meanwhile to us they serve 
as a beacon and as a li\dng witness to the truth 
of God's hoJy word ; and the believer, who ponr- 
ders over the present condition of the Jew and 

• Dewt xxviii. 64^67. * 2 Cor. ui. 14—17. 
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the Arab^ and reflects upon the existing state 
of the Land of Canaan^ will feel that '' this 
hath God done^ for he shall perceive that it is 
His work." 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

1. What are the various names of the Holy Land ? 

and its size ? 

2. State the types connected with the Israelites. 

3. Which are the boundaries of Canaan ? 

4. Which are the five divisions treated of in this 

book? 

5. Which are the chief associations of Judaea? 

6. Who were the original inhabitants of Canaan ? 

7. State the report of the spies sent by Moses. 

8. What is the relative antiquity of Hebron ? 

9. What is the modem name of Hebron ? 

10. Shew the correspondence of the site of Hebron 

with the history of the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 

1 1. What are the peculiarities of the " Dead Sea ?" 

12. What is the level of the valley of the Jordan ? 

13. What government explored the Jordan and 

Dead Sea ? 

14. Where are the pools of Solomon ? 

15. Describe Bethlehem and the rival Christian 

communions. 

16. What was David's occupation during ha youth ? 

17. State seven peculiarities of eastern flocks and 

shepherds. 
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« 

18. Who died near Bethlehem ? 

19. Which are the chief cities of the Philistines ? 

20. Who were the crusaders, and who was their 

chief leader ? 

21. State the history of the Maccahean family. 

22. Where is Arimathaea ? 

23. For what events is Joppa remarkahle ? 

24. Where did David kill Goliath ? 

25. Name four villages near Jerusalem. 

26. Where was John Baptist reared up ? 

27. By which road did our Lord approach Jeru- 

salem? 

28. Describe Gethsemane. 

29. Describe the " field of blood." 

30. Where did the Proto-martvr die ? 

31. Describe the Mount of Olives. 

32. Is Jerusalem a fortified city ? 

33. What is the Christian population of Jerusalem ? 

34. Are any remains of the Jewish temple to be 

found? 

35. Describe the Jews weeping over the temple. 

36. Describe Mount Zion. 

37. Where is the valley of Hinnom ? 

38. Describe Calvary and the Holy Sepulchre. 

39. State what Hadrian the emperor did. 

40. Are the sites now shewn the true ones ? 
41.' Describe the rock which is rent. 

42. What is the present appearance of the Sepul- 

chre? 

43. Which are the hills round about Jerusalem ? 

44. Which is the road from Jerusalem to Jericho ? 
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45. Describe Nehemiah's ride. 

46. State the origin of the Arabs, and their customs. 

47. What is the food and dress of the Arab ? 

48. Describe the oriental character. 

49. Describe the reverence of the Mahommedans. 

50. Describe the destinies of Jericho. 

51. Describe " Elisha's fountain.** 

52. Describe the Quarantania. 

53. Where is Mount Nebo ? 

54. Does the Jordan still overflow ? 

55. How can the Jordan be passed ? 

56. Where is Bethabara ? 

57. What are the natural productions of Judsea } 

58. Explain the terraces of Palestine. 

59. What are the periodical rains in Judaea r 

60. Describe the animal kingdom in Palestine. 

61. Describe the vegetable kingdom. 

62. Describe the mineral kingdom. 

63. Describe six oriental customs, referred to in the 

Bible. 

64. Does Bethel still exist ? 

65. Where is Mich mash ? 

66. What miracle occurred in Gibeon ? 

67. Recapitulate the state of Judaea. 

SAMAEIA. 

68. What are the boundaries of Samaria ? 

69. Which are the towns and tribes of this district ? 

70. Describe Samaria. 

71. What is recorded of Samaria in the Scriptures ? 
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72. Which prophets visited Samaria ? 

73. Descrihe two mountains of Samaria. 

74. How did Joshua fulfil the injunction of Moses ? 

75. What events have occurred in Shechem ? 

76. What was the origin of the later Samaritans ? 

77. How does the Samaritan feud henefit us ? 

78. Who condemned the Samaritan worship } 

79. Where was the Samaritan temple ? 

80. What is the present state of the Samaritans-? 

81. Descrihe the Samaritan correspondence with 

India. 

82. Shew the expectation of a Messiah and the 

keeping of the Sabbath. 

83. Shew their jealousy of the Jews. 

84. Describe Naboth's vineyard. 

. 85. Where is the plain of Esdraelon ? 

86. Recapitulate the details of Samaria. 

GALILEE. 

87. What are the boundaries of Galilee ? 

88. How does Josephus describe Galilee ? 

89. What is the chief interest of Galilee ? 

90. Describe Csesarea. 

91. State three scriptural references to Csesarea. 

92. Name a remarkable Bishop of Csesarea. 

93. Describe the present state of Csesarea. 

94. Describe Elijah's sacrifice on Carmel. 

95. Describe the modem Carmel. 

96. Describe the siege of Acre by the crusaders. 

97. Describe more recent sieges of the same city. 
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98. What were the ancient names of Acre ? 

99. Which two rivers flow into the bay of Acre ? 

100. Describe Mount Tabor. 

101. Describe the panorama from Mount Tabor. 

102. Describe Nain and Endor. 

103. Describe Cana of Galilee. 

104. State the scriptural references to Cana. 

105. Describe Nazareth. 

106. What is the condition of the modem Nazareth ? 

107. What is suggested by the well of Nazareth ? 

108. State six diseases, alluded to in the Scriptures. 

109. Describe the dress of the East. 

110. Describe the position of the Christians in Pales- 

tine. 

111. Describe the treatment of the Jews in Syria. 

112. Which are the two races of Jews ? 

113. Describe the physiognomy of the Jews of the 

East. 

114. State the four towns of Palestine held sacred 

bv the Jews. 

m 

115. Describe Tiberias. 

116. What is the history of Tiberias ? 

117. Describe the Sea of Galilee. 

118. What are the miracles performed there ? 

119. What was the coincidence of our meal ? 

120. Describe the " dew of Hermon." 

121. Describe the country of the Gadarenes. 

122. State three uses of caves in Palestine. 

123. Describe Capernaum. 

124. State which Apostle was a native of Bethsaida. 

125. How did the Jews regard the G(«X^<&«Ck%\ 

126. Eecapitulate the detaWa oi OQ\iX<&^. 
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EEGION BEYOND JOEDAN. 

127. What does this region contain ? 

128. Where is " Jacob's bridge?" 

129. What is a caravan } 

130. Describe the " perils" of Eastern journeys. 

131. Describe the Arab tent. 

132. Describe an Arab encampment. 

133. Describe the " waters of Merom." 

134. Describe Caesar ea Philippi. 

135. Describe the appearance of Damascus. 

136. State some peculiarities of Eastern shops. 

137. Describe the windows of oriental houses. 

138. Describe Abana and Pharpar. 

139. State the peculiar ornament of the Druse 

women. 

140. Describe the house-top in the East. 

141. Describe the hill of Bashan. 

142. Which is the river of Bashan ? 

143. Which tribes occupied Bashan, and why ? 

144. What was the stature of the Amorites ? 

145. Describe Absalom's fate. 

146. What events occurred in Gilead ? 

147. What is the origin of the Decapolis ? 

148. What events took place at Fella? 

149. Who were the " Desposjmi ?** 

150. Describe Bethshan. 

151. Which of the prophets spoke of Ammon ? 

152. State some particulars concerning Ammon. 

153. Is water scarce in Canaan ? 
JJ4. Describe a Jeathem bottle. 
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155. Describe the cisterns of the East. 

156. Where did Balaam prophesy, and when ? 

157. Describe Moab and the Roman vestiges found 

there. 

158. Who were the later inhabitants of Moab ? 

159. Which prophets denounced Moab ? 
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THE BIBLE. 

160. Which is the Levant ? 

161. Which are the principal seaports of Syria ? 

162. Where did St. Paul sail ? 

163. State a coincidence in the record of St. Paul's 

shipwreck. 

164. Name the promontories on the Syrian coast. 

165. What was the fate of Tyre ? 

166. What prophecy did Alexander unconsciously 

fulfil ? 

167. Detail the commerce of Tyre under eight heads. 

168. How were the army and fleet of Tyre manned ? 

169. Describe embalming, and the Egyptians' super- 

stition. 

170. What trade has enriched the most the nations 

that monopolized it ? State their order. 

171. State some reason for the decay of modern 

Tyre. 

172. Describe the character of the Mahoramedans. 

173. Describe Antioch. 

174. Describe Tarsus, its climate aud\tA\x^^^« 

/ 
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175. What scriptural and classical events occurred at 

Tarsus ? 

176. What events led to the Exodus ? 

177. Detail the discovery of the Sinaitic writings. 

178. To what details does the Bihle appeal ? 

179. Which two races of men attest the truth c^ 

revelation ? 

180. State a providential peculiarity of the East. 

181. What henefit do we derive from this circum- 

stance ? 

182. What strange vicissitudes in the promulgation 

of the Gospel may be remarked in Palestine ? 

183. Where may a similar reaction be found? 

1 84. Which is the crowning mterest of Palestine ? 

185. Which words of Moses apply to the English 

traveller ? 

186. Shew how the Jewish imprecation has recoiled 

upon their own people. 

187. State the Jewish feasts still commemorated. 

188. State the vain expectation of the Jewish Rabbis. 

189. What should be our aspiration in behalf of the 

Jews? 

190. Describe the prosperity of the Jews, as shewn 

m the Apocrypha. 

191. Contrast their present state of persecution. 

192. What inference will the believer draw from the 

actual conditicm of the Holy Land? 



OXFORD : PRINTED BY I. SHRIMPTON. 



